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Joy, Kathy L.

From: Sean Finch <originalsultan72@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 9:41 PM
To: Weaver, Richard; Frazier, Dennis; Wantz, Steve; Rothstein, Edward; Bouchat, Eric; CCGov 

Planning & Zoning Commission
Subject: Proposed Rezoning of I1-04-2020-0008, C3-04-2020-0012 and I2-04-2020-0013

This message originated outside of Carroll County Government. Use caution when opening 
attachments, clicking links or responding to requests for information. 

Honorable Commissioners and Members of the Planning Commission: 
 
This message concerns the proposed rezoning of the following parcels of land: I1-04-2020-0008 (hereinafter the "I4 
parcel"), C3-04-2020-0012 and I2-04-2020-0013. Each is currently zoned for agricultural and/or conservation. The 
proposal is to have the parcels rezoned to Industrial, High End Commercial, and Heavy Industrial, respectively. 
 
I am a resident of the Holden Hills community, which is located adjacent to the first of these proposed rezoned parcels 
(the I4 parcel). I have lived in this quiet residential community since 2013. I would like to voice my opposition to the 
rezoning of all three of the above parcels, though I would like to focus your attention on the I4 parcel in particular. I 
understand that many members of the community have expressed concerns with all three parcels, and I share their views. 
 
But as to the I4 parcel in particular there are several points that I'd like to emphasize. 
 
The first is that the parcel is completely landlocked. How is the property going to be accessed? The nearest road is 
Nadines Court, the heart of our residential community which ends in a cul de sac some distance from the I4 parcel. 
Neighborhood children regularly play in the cul de sac and along the few streets in the community, and ride their bikes to 
their friends' houses. There are no sidewalks.  
 
There is a driveway of sorts, shared by two houses in the community, that runs somewhat close to the I4 parcel. This is 
the nearest paved surface to the parcel. This "driveway" abuts my backyard. It is barely wide enough for my John Deere 
x350, let alone two vehicles side-by-side. In order to get a road to the I4 parcel, it would seem like it would be necessary 
to take land from multiple neighbors, destroying the fabric of the community in the process. Then on top of that, the 
additional traffic that would need to pass through the community on a daily basis would shatter the peace of the 
community and endanger its children. Although I generally think folks should be able to dispose of their property the way 
they wish, that doesn't apply when their doing so ends up damaging or taking property away from their neighbors.  
 
So in sum, there isn't a good way to get access to the I4 parcel. 
 
Secondly, the terrain of the parcel is heavily wooded and steeply sloped in many areas. It is not very conducive for 
anything other than woods and wildlife. Significant re-grading and deforestation would be necessary to make use of the 
property for industrial purposes. In addition to causing a great loss of natural habitat for wildlife, this would remove a 
natural buffer against erosion and flooding. The river that runs through the I4 parcel has a number of homes along it. In 
times of heavy rain the river floods; in fact residents had to be rescued by boat not too long ago. Cutting down the trees 
and replacing them with pavement or buildings will make this problem worse. Let Ellicott City be our warning. Rezoning 
the land may cost the county down the road. 
 
Thirdly, the residents of this area (and there are many) rely on wells for drinking water. Rezoning the I4 parcel (and the I2 
parcel) to industrial may ruin or poison some or all of the wells in the area, depending on the type of industry that sets up 
shop. Who is going to test the drinking water to make sure it is safe to drink? The county? The problem is that once the 
area is zoned industrial, it could change hands multiple times and end up in the hands of a business that just doesn't care 
about poisoning the wells of its neighbors, or that doesn't realize it is doing so. Given the difficulty of proving a liability 
case of this nature against a polluter, the decision by the county to rezone the I4 and I2 parcels to industrial may amount 
to selling local residents up the creek. 
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There are many other reasons why the parcels mentioned above (especially the I4 parcel) should not be rezoned. 
Especially in regards to the I4 parcel, I do not think that the County has really "counted the costs", so to speak (see Luke 
14:28).  I respectfully ask that the County vote NOT to rezone the above-referenced parcels, and particularly the I4 parcel. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful and prayerful consideration. 
 
Sean Finch 
2052 Kimjo Drive 
Westminster, Maryland 21157 
 
 
 


